Access to higher education in southern Europe

Higher education, as the ultimate level of a structured national education system, was,
despite the various national circumstances, the source par excellence of the production
of the national elite, but also, the space of contact between various national elites.
Therefore, access to higher education has always been a major issue that has attracted
the attention of policy makers and researchers from different scientific fields. From
the 60s, researchers have linked inequalities in access to higher education with social
(re)production.
Nowadays, the passage from a national system of three consecutive levels of
education, to a chaotic space of lifelong learning on the one hand, and the
massification of higher education on the other, seem to have changed data about
access to higher education but without the strong characteristics of access having been
eliminated. Indeed, these differentiated accesses to a higher education both expanded
and massified, have still not eliminated the production of social disparities. Therefore,
"accesses" are still a major issue that continues to attract the interest of policy makers
and researchers.
Thus, it would be interesting to look at the changes currently taking place on the issue
of "access" to higher education. More specifically, we might ask:
• What are the policy choices of access?
• What is the role of supranational policies?
• What is the impact of the curricula offered?
• Who is responsible for the financial costs of expanding access?
• How is a curriculum chosen?
• What is the student profile for each curriculum?
• What is the role of gender in access?
These are just some of the many questions that can be asked and be a source of
reflection and production of texts on "access".
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